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1 Introduction

This package aims to allow platform-agnostic typing in the Lydian alpha-

bet using LaTeX, in particular as a way to deal with the fact that Overleaf

does not support direct input of certain characters outside of a given Uni-

code range. It includes the Noto Sans Lydian font as developed by Google.

This package was developed for use with LuaLaTeX and XeLaTeX, func-

tionality with other compilers is not guaranteed.

2 Setup

The system aims to be maximally user-friendly (to the extent that LaTeX

ever is), allowing more-or-less free typing using Latin characters which are

then converted to the Lydian alphabet in the PDF. To begin, in the project

folders, one must include:

1. The Fonts folder containing the necessary font

2. The lydtype.sty file containing the commands necessary for the Uni-

code conversions.

In the preamble of themain.tex file, onemust also include the following
line to import the package:

\usepackage{lydtype}
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This will incorporate the fontspec package allowing switching to the Uni-

code font, bring in the LydType functionality from the .sty file, and create

the

\Lyd{}

command which will allow easy switching to the Lydian alphabet mode.

3 Usage

3.1 Basic Lydian Typing

To use the package, in a given section, you can trigger the Lydian writ-

ing mode by using the \Lyd{} command as listed above. Each character

can be accessed based on a Latin transcription, according to the following

correspondences (which allow for different transcription conventions):
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Input Output

a ��
b, p ��
g ��

d, ð ��
e ��

v, w ��
i ��
y ��
k ��
l ��
m ��
n ��
o ��
r ��
s, ś ��
t ��
u ��
f ��

q, kw ��
sh, š, š, ç ��

ch, tsh, tch, tç ��
ã ��
ẽ ��

λ, gl, lh, ll ��
ng ��
c, ts ��

Usage is as follows:

\Lyd{a.b.g.d}
or
\Lyd{a b g d}

This displays the Lydian text corresponding to:

�𐤢𐤡𐤠�
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3.2 Formatting Lydian Transcriptions

This package also contains a number of commands which are useful for

formatting transcriptions of Lydian, which follows conventions that are

often tedious to work through. Some of these will create special characters

often used in such transcriptions, as in the following table.

Command Effect

\badeq (“bad equal”) ⸗

\hl (“half left”) ⸢

\hr (“half right”) ⸣

\tsup{} M

\tsub{} 2

\tsup and \tsub create super- and subscripts, respectively.

Happy Lydian!
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